








be best not to have a minimum. Commissioners asked Planner Aaker her
opinion.

Planner Aaker said in her opinion driveway width in the residential zoning district
should not be regulated. She said for all practical purposes no one would pour a
driveway to access a detached garage if their vehicle couldn’t get through.
Planner Aaker said she has seen some driveways in Edina’s smaller lot
neighborhoods as narrow as 7 /2 feet. Concluding, Planner Aaker said if the City
no longer required a minimum driveway width on residential lots the number of
properties currently without garages would finally be able to have one.

Action

Preliminary Recommendation is not to require a minimum driveway width
in the residential zoning district. The 12-foot driveway width should
continue in other zoning districts. Materials used in driveway construction
should be studied further.



Residential Driveway widths

Apple Valley
Blaine
Bloomington
Columbia Heights
Coon Rapids
Cottage Grove
Eagan
Lakeville

New Brighton
Plymouth

St. Louis Park
Richfield

Eden Prairie
Wayzata

Edina

Minimum Maximum

N/A
N/A
10 Ft
12 Ft
10 Ft
12 Ft
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

12 Ft

40 Ft
36 Ft
30 Ft/gar width
N/A
36 Ft
28 Ft
N/A
28 Ft
30 Ft
N/A
N/A
22 Ft
N/A
N/A

N/A

Max curb cu+

24Ft
24 Ft
30 Ft
24 Ft
24 Ft
28 Ft
24 Ft
28 Ft
24 Ft
24 Ft
22 Ft
32 Ft
30 Ft
24 Ft

30 Ft



TOPIC Driveway Widths

DATE INTRODUCED November 24, 2009

CONTINUED DISCUSSION December 9, 2009

Discussion

The issue was raised regarding driveway width in not only the Country Club
Overlay District but in all small lot neighborhoods in Edina. Mr. Knutson clarified
that the Country Club District Overlay District is required to maintain the same
driveway width as stipulated in the zoning ordinance. Mr. Knutson explained if
driveway width is an issue the ordinance as it is written today would need to be
amended across the board. If the Country Club District wants different
standards it may be best to rezone the district and establish new standards.

A brief discussion ensued on even having a driveway width requirement with the
opinion that on balance more people would benefit from not requiring a minimum
driveway width. Members also suggested that staff check with the Engineering
Department on how often the 30 foot wide curb cut standard

is applied and if it is “working”.

Further discussion focused on driveway materials with the suggestion that
materials need to be addressed as part of the ordinance update to allow pervious
surfaces. Further study on materials is needed.

Action

The ZOUC agreed to a final draft recommendation to not require a minimum
driveway width in the R-1 Zoning District. Acceptable materials for
driveways will include pervious pavers.



