
 FEASIBILITY STUDY – S100 
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

CITY OF EDINA 
 
 

 
SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS 
HALIFAX AVENUE 
AUGUST 30, 2007 
 
LOCATION:      Halifax Avenue from 54th Street to 51st Street. (See Figure 1) 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Figure 1.  Project Area Map  
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INITIATION & ISSUES:  This project was initiated by a petition accepted by the City of Edina on 

December 14, 2004.  There was a petition circulated around the neighborhood 
for sidewalk; a month later there was another petition circulated for people not in 
favor of sidewalk.  You will notice in Figure 3 the petition results, 28% of 
residents are currently on the petition. 

 
The following are existing features and resident comments that present issues in 
determining the feasibility of the project and are addressed in this report: 
 

·  Daily vehicle traffic in excess of 750 cars per day (see figure 2) 
·  Safety of residents and children 
·  Located within a defined business zone 
·  Existing mature trees 
·  Existing landscaping and driveways 
·  Steep Grades 
·  Location of Sidewalk, East versus West side of Halifax Avenue 

 
EXISTING CONDITIONS: The existing roadway is a bituminous surface with concrete curb and gutter 

approximately 31 feet wide. A sidewalk extends along the east side of the road 
from the existing pedestrian cross walk at 51st Street West and Halifax Avenue a 
half block to the south to 51st Street West, see photo 1.  This sidewalk also 
connects to sidewalk within the 50th and France area.  This connection or 
crosswalk is signed with a pedestrian activated flasher system. 

 No other sidewalks exist within the neighborhood, see photo 2. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Photo 1.  Halifax Avenue – Looking          Photo 2.  Halifax Avenue – Looking                                      
North Toward West 51 st Street              South from West 51 st Street  
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Figure 2.  Average Daily Traffic History  
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Figure 3 – Petition Results  
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PROPOSED 
IMPROVEMENTS: The Halifax Avenue Sidewalk Improvements consist of constructing a 4 foot wide 

boulevard style concrete walk from the intersection of 51st Street West and 
Halifax Avenue, then south to the intersection of West 54th Street and Halifax 
Avenue.  The sidewalk is proposed to be located on the east side of the roadway.  
The proposed alignment will match into the existing sidewalk on 51st Street West 
and Halifax Avenue.  The overall easterly side alignment helps reduce the 
disturbance to existing trees, landscaping and other natural features.  The 
boulevard width will vary to avoid trees and help minimize retaining walls due to 
steep grades in yards.  (See Figure 4 and Photo 3) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Figure 4.  Proposed Sidewalk Location  
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                                  Photo 3.  Bouleva rd Style Sidewalk  
 
MAINTENANCE  
OF SIDEWALK:  This sidewalk is considered a local sidewalk and the maintenance of the sidewalk 

will be the responsibility of the homeowner per Edina City Code 1200.03.  
 
RIGHT-OF-WAY 
& EASEMENTS:  The right-of-way along Halifax Avenue is typically 60 feet wide.  All proposed 

improvements stay within this right-of-way and no additional easement 
requirements are anticipated.   

 
PROJECT COSTS:  The total estimated project cost is $127,500 (see Table 1). The total cost 

includes indirect costs of 15% for engineering and clerical costs and 7.5% for first 
year finance costs.  Funding for the entire project will be from special 
assessment and City of Edina funds, see the attached sidewalk finance policy.  
The cost participation breakdown is shown in Table 1. 

 
 

 Percentage  $ Amount  

Sidewalk Cost Participation:    

City of Edina 25% $32,850  

Assessed to 60 Residents 75% $94,650  

Total Project:   $127,500  

 

Table 1.  Estimated Project Costs  
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ASSESSMENTS:  A special assessment of approximately $1,600 per residential equivalent unit will 

be levied against residents located along both sides of Halifax Avenue from 51st 
Street West to 54th Street West. 

 
 

 
 

            Figure 5.  Preliminary Resident Assessm ent Map  
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PROJECT SCHEDULE:         Council Orders Public Hearing ………...………………….........August 7, 2007 
 Open House……………………………………………… . ……August 15, 2007 
 Receive Feasibility Report..….………………………September 4, 2007 

Public Hearing ……………………..…………..…….…  September 4, 2007 
Bid Opening ……………………….………………Winter 2007/Spring 2008 
Final Assessment Hearing .…………..………………Winter 2007/Spring 2008 
Award Contract .…………..…………………………...Winter 2007/Spring 2008  

 Begin Construction …….…………..……….………………Spring 2008 
Completed Construction..…………………………………........... Summer 2008 

 
 
FEASIBILITY:  Staff recommends constructing a sidewalk on Halifax Avenue between 51st 

Street West and 54th Street West.  This recommendation is based upon safety 
issues along Halifax Avenue.  These safety issues include the daily amount of 
traffic and also the vicinity of the 50th and France area to this neighborhood.   

 
This project is also feasible from an Engineering standpoint. 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   

·  Petition To The City Council 
·  Resident Letter #1 – Informational Meeting Notice 
·  Project Comments and Letters Received 
·  Open House Power Point Presentation 
·  Open House Attendance List and Comments 
·  Public Hearing Notices, Certificate of Mailing and List of Labels 
·  Future Sidewalk Financing Policy 
·  Transportation Plan & Policy 1999 and 2005 
·  Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment 
·  Traffic Data  
·  429.031 Preliminary Plans, Hearing. 


